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SUBJECT: LATEST JAPANESE KIDNAPPING IN MINDANAO 
REF: A) TOKYO 16076 B) MANILA 15716 

1. ACCORDING LOCAL PRESS AND WIRE SERVICES, PHILIPPINE 
MILITARY HAS LAUNCHED "MASSIVE SEARCH" TO RETRIEVE SIX 
JAPANESE SIEZED FROM TUNA FISHING VESSEL "SULU" NOV. 7. 
CAPTORS AND HOSTAGES REPORTEDLY BEING HELD ON BASILAN 
ISLAND NEAR LAMITAN, AN AREA WHICH HAS LONG BEEN CENTER OF 
MUSLIM REBEL STRENGTH. ACCORDING PRESS, KIDNAPPERS BELONG 
TO SAME GROUP THAT ABDUCTED AIRLINE STEWARDESS SEKI ON 
AUG. 25 AND ARE DEMANDING NOT RANSOM BUT RATHER RELEASE 
OF TWO COLLEAGUES BEING HELD IN CONNECTION WITH HER CASE. 
(BOAT ITSELF WAS NOT RPT NOT HELD BY KIDNAPPERS.) 
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2. JAPANESE EMBOFF CONFIRMED MAIN POINTS PRESS ACCOUNTS. 
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HE EMPHASIZED THAT ALTHOUGH PRESS VERSION OF REBEL MOTIVES 
PLAUSIBLE, THEY HAVE NOT YET MADE FIRM STATEMENT OF THEIR 
DEMANDS. HE SAID INITIAL NEGOTIATIONS CARRIED OUT BY 
FILIPINO REPRESENTATIVE OF JOINT VENTURE COMPANY, AIDED 
BY A FORMER REBEL WHO IS KNOWN TO KIDNAPPERS. HOWEVER. 
ACCORDING EMBOFF, REBELS HAVE NOW INSISTED ON NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH GOP RATHER THAN COMPANY REPS. THEY HAVE FURTHER SAID 
THEY WOULD PROVIDE "CLEAR CONDITIONS" REGARDING RELEASE 
OF HOSTAGES BY TOMORROW EVENING (NOV. 12). 

3. EMBOFF EXPRESSED ANNOYANCE AT PAUCITY OF INFORMATION 
PROVIDED BY PHILIPPINE MILITARY AND SAID JAPANESE AMBASSADOR 
HAS SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT WITH CONSTABULARY COMMANDER RAMOS 
THIS AFTERNOON IN ATTEMPT TO CLARIFY SITUATION. HE SAID 
THAT IN ADDITION TO NOTE VERBALE MENTIONED REF A, EMBASSY 
HAD SENT NOTE JUST BEFORE FISHERMAN WERE KIDNAPPED 
ASKING GOP TO TAKE STEPS TO PROTECT JAPANESE LIVES AND 
PROPERTY IN MINDANAO. 

SULLIVAN 
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